
COUNCIL OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
1350 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, N.W. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20004 

Phil Mendelson 
Councilmember At-Large 

Brian Hanlon, Director 
Department of General Services 
2000 141

h Street, NW 81
h Floor 

Washington, DC 20009 

Dear Mr. Hanlon: 

February 6, 2012 

Office: (202) 724-8064 
Fax: (202) 724-8099 

We write to request your assistance with using a small parcel of land adjacent to 
Bundy Field located in the 400 block of P Street, NW for a Forest Garden. The area 
adjacent to the parcel is undergoing substantial redevelopment. Residents are excited 
that decades of blight will end with the completion of KIPP School's Shaw Campus and 
U.S Soccer's Bundy Field Facility. In spite of these redevelopment activities, there 
remains a small parcel of land covered by concrete. It would be ideal for a forest 
garden, which the community wants. 

Forest gardens allow communities to put plants together in a way that creates a 
garden ecosystem. Fruits, nuts, vegetables, herbs, and mushrooms can be grown in a 
diverse, high yield garden, even in densely built urban communities. Further, urban 
communities benefit by having additional fresh, local, organic food sources that serve to 
reduce reliance on imported food from other regions and keeps local money circulating 
in the local economy. Local environments benefit from the production of shade which 
reduces the heat island effect that allows adjacent buildings to reduce energy 
consumption, and the reduction of storm water run-off through improved soil quality. 

The residents of this community have an opportunity to remove a blighted piece 
of land. I urge you to permit KIPP School's existing contractors to clear the concrete 
from this parcel and bring into productive use land that has not been utilized for 
decades. We are anxious to work with your office to make this a reality. 

;_ u~ 
Tommy Wells 
Councilme er, Ward 6 

Sincerely, 

-;:/~ ~~~ 
Councilmember At-Large 


